
 

NCTE Awards for Excellence in Technical and Scientific 
Communication 1981-2010 

 
2010  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Carol Siri Johnson, The Language of Work: 
Technical Communication at Lukens Steel, 1810-1925. Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing Company, 
Inc., 2009, 200 pp.  
Best Original Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Christina Haas (ed.), 
Written Communication. Special issue on “Writing and Medicine,” 26(3-4), July-October 2009, 215-369.  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Catherine Schryer, Elena Afros, Marcellina Mian, Marlee Spafford, & Lorelei Lingard, 
“The Trial of the Expert Witness: Negotiating Credibility in Child Abuse Correspondence,” Written 
Communication, 26(3), July 2009: 215-246.  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Christa Teston, “A Grounded Investigation of Genred Guidelines in Cancer Care 
Deliberations,” Written Communication, 26(3), July 2009: 320-348.  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: S. Scott Graham, 
“Agency and the Rhetoric of Medicine: Biomedical Brain Scans and the Ontology of Fibromyalgia,” 
Technical Communication Quarterly, 18(4), Fall 2009: 376-404.  
Best Article on Pedagogy or Curriculum in Technical or Scientific Communication: Rachel Spilka, 
“Practitioner Research Instruction: A Neglected Curricular Area in Technical Communication 
Undergraduate Programs,” Journal of Business and Technical Communication, 23(2), April 2009: 216-
237.  
 
2009  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Jason Swarts. Together with Technology: 
Writing Review, Enculturation and Technological Mediation. Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing 
Company, Inc. 2008.  
Best Original Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: No award given.  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: No award given.  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Stuart Blythe, Jeffrey T. Grabill, & Kirk Riley. “Action Research and Wicked 
Environmental Problems: Exploring Appropriate Roles for Researchers in Professional Communication,” 
Journal of Business and Technical Communication, 22(3), (July 2008): 272-298.  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Jason Swarts. 
“Information Technologies as Discursive Agents: Methodological Implications for the Empirical Study of 
Knowledge Work,” Journal of Technical Writing & Communication, 38(4), (2008): 301-329.  
Best Article on Pedagogy or Curriculum in Technical or Scientific Communication: Deanna P. 
Dannels & Kelly Norris Martin. “Critiquing Critiques: A Genre Analysis of Feedback Across Novice to 
Expert Design Studios,” Journal of Business and Technical Communication, 22(2), (April 2008): 135-158.  
 
2008 
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Joseph E. Harmon and Alan G. Gross. Eds. The 
Scientific Literature: A Guided Tour. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2007.  
Best Original Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Mark Zachry and 
Charlotte Thralls. Eds. Communicative Practices in Workplaces and the Professions: Cultural 
Perspectives on the Regulation of Discourse and Organizations. Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing 
Company, Inc., 2007.  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Neal Lerner. “Laboratory Lessons for Writing and Science.” Written Communication. 
24:3 (2007), 191-222.  



Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Gabriella Rundblad. “Impersonal, General, and Social: The Use of Metonymy Versus 
Passive Voice in Medical Discourse.” Written Communication. 24:3 (2007), 250-277.  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Susan Hagan. 
“Visual/Verbal Collaboration in Print: Complementary Differences, Necessary Ties, and an Untapped 
Rhetorical Opportunity.” Written Communication. 24:1 (2007), 49-83.  
Best Article on Pedagogy or Curriculum in Technical or Scientific Communication: Michael Carter, 
Miriam Ferzli, and Eric N. Wiebe. “Writing to Learn by Learning to Write in the Disciplines.” Journal of 
Business and Technical Communication. 21:3 (2007), 278-302.  
 
2007  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: No award granted in this category.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: J. Blake Scott, Bernadette 
Longo, and Katherine V. Wills. Eds. Critical Power Tools: Technical Communication and Cultural Studies. 
SUNY series, Studies in Scientific and Technical Communication. Albany, NY: State University of New 
York Press, 2006.  
Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: 
Barbara Mirel and Nicholas Johnson. “Social Determinants of Preparing a Cyber-Infrastructure Innovation 
for Diffusion.” Technical Communication Quarterly. 15:3 (2006), 329-353.  
Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Miles A. Kimball. “London Through Rose-Colored Graphics: Visual Rhetoric and 
Information Graphic Design in Charles Booth’s Maps of London Poverty.” Journal of Technical Writing & 
Communication. 36:4 (2006) 353-381.  
Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: David Kellogg. “Toward 
a Post-Academic Science Policy: Scientific Communication and the Collapse of the Mertonian Norms.” 
International Journal of Communications Law and Policy. 11 (Autumn, 2006), 1-29.  
Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Summer Smith Taylor. 
“Assessment in Client-Based Technical Writing Classes: Evolution of Teacher and Client Standards.” 
Technical Communication Quarterly. 15:2 (2006), 431-456.  
 
2006  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Johndan Johnson-Eilola. Datacloud: Toward a 
New Theory of Online Work. Cresskill, New Jersey: Hampton Press Inc. 2005.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Kelli Cargile Cook and Keith 
Grant-Davie. Eds. Online Education: Global Questions, Local Answers. Amityville, NY: Baywood 
Publishing Company. 2005.  
Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: 
Joanna Wolfe. “Gesture and Collaborative Planning: A Case Study of a Student Writing Group.” Written 
Communication. 22:3 (July 2005), 298-332.  
Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Debra Journet. “Metaphor, Ambiguity, and Motive in Evolutionary Biology: W.D. 
Hamilton and the “Gene’s Point of View.’” Written Communication. 22.4 (October 2005), 379-420.  
Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Clay Spinuzzi. “Lost in 
the Translation: Shifting Claims in the Migration of a Research Technique.” Technical Communication 
Quarterly. 14.4 (Autumn 2005), 411-46.  
Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Donna Kain and Elizabeth 
Wardle. “Building Context: Using Activity Theory to Teach About Genre in Multi-Major Professional 
Communication Courses.” Technical Communication Quarterly. 14.2 (Spring 2005)113-39. 
 
2005  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Selber, Stuart. Multiliteracies for Digital Age. 
Studies in Writing & Rhetoric. Carbondale: Southern Illinois Univresity Press, 2004.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Johnson-Eilola, Johndan and 
Stuart Selber. Central Works in Technical Communication. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004.  
Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: 
Barton, Ellen. “Discourse Methods and Critical Practices in Professional Communication: The Front-Stage 



and Back-Stage Discourse of Prognosis in Medicine.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 
18:1 (January 2004), 67-111.  
Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Henze, Brent. “Emergent Genres in Young Disciplines: The Case of the Ethnological 
Science.” Technical Communication Quarterly. 13:4 (2004), 393-422.  
Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Swarts, Jason. “Textual 
Grounding: How People Turn Texts into Tools.” Journal of Technical Writing and Communication 33:1, 
67-89.  
Article on Methods of Teaching Technical and Scientific Communication: Scott, J. Blake. 
“rearticulating Civic Engagement through Cultural Studies and Service-Learning.” Technical 
Communication Quarterly 13:3 (2004), 289-306.  
 
2004  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Spinuzzi, Clay. Tracing Genres through 
Organizations: A Sociocultural Approach to Information Design. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT 
Press, 2003.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: No award.  
Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: 
Hargie, Owen, David Dickson, and Seanenne Nelson. “Working Together in a Divided Society: A Study of 
Intergroup Communication in the Northern Ireland Workplace.” Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication 17 (July 2003): 285-318.  
Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Lippincott, Gail. “Something in Motion and Something to Eat Attract the Crowd: 
Cooking with Science at the 1893 World’s Fair.” Journal of Technical Writing and Communication 33.2 
(2003): 141-164.  
Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Rogers, Priscilla S., and 
Song Mei Lee-Wong. “Reconceptualizing Politeness to Accommodate Dynamic Tensions in Subordinate-
to-Superior Reporting.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 17 (October 2003): 379-412.  
Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Barton, Ellen, and Laurie 
Evans. “A Case of Multiple Professionalisms: Service learning and Control of Communication about 
Organ Donation.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 17 (October 2003): 413-438.  
 
2003  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Sauer, Beverly. The Rhetoric of Risk: Technical 
Documentation in Hazardous Environments. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2003.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Mirel, Barbara, and Rachel 
Spilka, eds. Reshaping Technical Communication: New Directions and Challenges for the 21st Century. 
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2003. Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative 
Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: No award.  
Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Dayton, David. “Evaluating Environmental Impact Statements as Communicative 
Action.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 16 (October 2002): 355-405.  
Article on Philosophy or Theory in Technical or Scientific Communication: Spinuzzi, Clay. “Toward 
Integrating Our Research Scope: A Sociocultural Field Methodology.” Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication 16 (January 2002): 3-32. Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific 
Communication: DeVoss, Danielle, Julia Jasken, and Dawn Hayden. “Teaching Intra- and Intercultural 
Communications: A Critique and Suggested Method.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 
16 (January 2002): 68-94. 
 
2002 
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Cross, Geoffrey A. Forming the Collective Mind: 
a Contextual Exploration of Large-Scale Collaborative Writing in Industry. Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press, 
2001.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Charney, Davida, ed. 
Prospects for Research in Technical and Scientific Communication, Parts 1 and 2. Journal of Business 
and Technical Communication 15.3 and 15.4 (2001). Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative 



Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: Haas, Christina, and Stephen P. Witte. “Writing 
as an Embodied Practice: The Case of Engineering Standards.” Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication 15 (2001): 413-57.  
Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Rohan, Liz. “Women’s Technologies, Women’s Literacies: Sewing and Computing 
Across the Years.” Journal of Technical Writing and Communication 31 (2001): 117-34.  
Article on Philosophy or Theory in Technical or Scientific Communication: Barton, Ellen. “Design in 
Observational Research on the Discourse of Medicine: Toward Disciplined Interdisciplinarity.” Journal of 
Business and Technical Communication 15 (2001): 309-32. Article on Methods of Teaching Technical 
or Scientific Communication: Suchan, Jim. “The Effect of Interpretive Schemes on Videoteleducation’s 
Conception, Implementation, and Use.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 15 (2001): 
133-63.  
 
2001  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Lay, Mary M. Rhetoric of Midwifery. Rutgers 
UP, 2000.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Rude, Carolyn D. Discourse on 
Public Policy. Special Issue of Technical Communication Quarterly 9.1 (2000).  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Schryer, Catherine T. “Walking a Fine Line: Writing Negative Letters in an Insurance 
Company.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 14 (2000): 445-97.  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Smith, Elizabeth Overman. “Strength in the Technical Communication Journals and 
Diversity in the Serials Cited.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 14 (2000): 131-84.  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Narhwold, Cynthia 
A., and Carl Herndl. “Research as Social Practice: A Case Study of Research on Technical and 
Professional Communication.” Written Communication (2000).  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Racine, Sam J., and 
Denise Dilworth. “Using Interactive Television to Teach Professional Communicators: Overcoming 
Perceptions and Negotiating First Impressions.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 14 
(2000): 348-371.  
 
2000  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Beaufort, Anne. Writing in the Real World: 
Making the Transition from School to Work. New York: Teachers College Press, 2000.  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Thomas, Isabelle. “Women and Feminism in Technical Communication: A Qualitative 
Content Analysis of Journal Articles Published 1989 through 1997.” Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication.  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Hull, Glynda. “What’s in a Label? Complicating Notions of the Skills-Poor Worker.” 
Written Communication 19 (1999) 379-411.  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Riordan, Dan, Ed. Redefining 
the Technical Communication Service Course: A Special Issue of Technical Communication Quarterly 8 
(1999) 241-360.  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Regli, Susan 
Harkness. “Whose Ideas?: The Technical Writer’s Expertise in Invention.” Journal of Technical Writing 
and Communication Vol. 29 (1999).  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: No winner selected. 
 
1999  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Robert Johnson. User-Centered Technology; A 
Rhetorical Theory for Computers and Other Mundane Artifacts. Albany, New Your; SUNY Press, 1998.  
Best Collection in Technical and Scientific Communication: Mary Sue Garay and Stephen A. 
Bernhardt. Eds. Expanding Literacies: English Teaching and the Workplace. Albany, New York: SUNY 
Press, 1998.  



Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Dorothy Winsor. “Rhetorical Practices in Technical Work.” Journal of Business and 
Technical Communication12.3 (July 1998(; 343-370.  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Anne Hill Duin. “The 
Culture of Distance Education: Implementing an Online Graduate Level Course in Audience Analysis.” 
Technical Communication Quarterly 7.4 (Fall 1998): 365-88.  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Carolyn R. Miller. “Learning from History: World War II and the Culture of High 
Technology.” Journal of Business and Technical Communication 12.3 (July 1998): 288-315.  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Barbara Mirel. 
“’Applied Constructivism’ for User Documentation: Alternatives to Conventional Task Orientation.“ Journal 
of Business and Technical Communication 12.1 (January 1998): 7-49.  
 
1998  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Robert R. Johnson, 
“Audience Involved: Toward a Participatory Theory of Writing” in Computers and Composition (volume 14, 
number 3, 1997): 361–376  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Richard D. Johnson-Sheehan, “The Emergence of a Root Metaphor in Modern 
Physics: Max Planck’s ‘Quantum’ metaphor” in Journal of Technical Writing and Communication (volume 
27, number 2, 1997): 177–190  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Gregory A. Wickliff, 
“Assessing the Value of Client-Based Group Projects in an Introductory Technical Communication 
Course” in Journal of Business and Technical Communication (volume 11, number 2, 1997): 170–191  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Matthijs Seinot, “Pretesting Web Sites: A Comparison Between the Plus-Minus and the 
Think-Aloud Method for the World Wide Web” in Journal of Business and Technical Communication 
(volume 11, number 4, 1997): 469–482  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical and Scientific Communication: Stuart Selber (Editor), 
Computers and Technical Communication: Pedagogical and Programmatic Perspectives (London: Ablex, 
1997)  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Patricia Sullivan and James E. Porter, Opening 
Spaces: Writing Technologies and Critical Research Practices (New Directions in Computers and 
Composition Studies) (London: Ablex, 1997)  
 
1997  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Menno D.T. DeJong and Leo R. Lentz, “Expert Judgments Versus Reader Feedback,” 
in Journal of Technical Writing and Communication (volume 26, number 4, 1996): 507–519  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: James E. Porter 
and Patricia Sullivan, “Working across Methodological Interfaces: The Study of Computers and Writing in 
the Workplace," in Electronic Literacies in the Workplace: Technologies of Writing (edited by Gail E. 
Hawisher and Cynthia L. Selfe, Urbana, IL: NCTE, 1996)  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Dwight Atkinson, “The Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, 
1675–1975: A Sociohistorical Discourse Analysis,” in Language in Society 25 (1997): 333–371  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Susan Mallon Ross 
and Elizabeth Weise Moeller, “Multimedia and Hypermedia CBI," in Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication (volume 10, number 4, 1996): 428–460  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Elizabeth Tebeaux, The Emergence of a 
Tradition: Technical Writing in the English Renaissance, 1475–1640 (Amityville, NY: Baywood, 1997) 
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: Carl G. Herndl and Stuart C. 
Brown, Green Culture: Environmental Rhetoric in Contemporary America (Madison, WI: University of 
Wisconsin Press, 1996)  
 
1996  



Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Carolyn Rude, 
“The Report for Decision Making: Genre and Inquiry,” in Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication (volume 9, number 2, April 1995), 170–205  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Brad Thacker and James F. Stratman, “Transmitting Common Substances: The Cold 
Fusion Controversy and the Rhetoric of Science,” in Journal of Business and Technical Communication 
(volume 9, number 4, October 1995), 389–424  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Jim Henry, “Teaching 
Technical Authorship,” in Technical Communication Quarterly (volume 4, number 3, Summer 1995), 261–
281  
Best Article Reporting Qualitative or Quantitative Research in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Danette Paul and Davida Charney, “Introducing Chaos (Theory) into Science and 
Engineering,” in Written Communication (volume 12, number 4, October 1995), 396–438  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Carol Berkenkotter and Thomas N. Huckin, 
Genre Knowledge in Disciplinary Communication: Cognition, Culture, Power (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates, Inc.), 1995  
 
1995  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Nancy Blyler, 
"Habermas, Empowerment, and Professional Discourse," in the Spring 1994 Technical Communication 
Quarterly 3(2), 125–145  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Lucille Parkinson McCarthy and Joan Page Gerring, "Revising Psychiatry's Charter 
Document: DSM IV," in the April 1994 Written Communication 11(2), 147–192  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Stuart Selber, "Beyond 
Skill Building: Challenges Facing Technical Communication Teachers in the Computer Age," in the Fall 
1994 Technical Communication Quarterly 3(4), 365–391  
Best Article Reporting Formal Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: Dorothy Winsor, 
"Invention and Writing in Technical Working: Representing the ‘Object,'" in the April 1994 Written 
Communication 11(2), 227–250  
Best Collection of Essays in Technical or Scientific Communication: O. Jane Allen and Lynn H. 
Demming, editors, Publication Management: Essays for Professional Communicators (Amityville, NY: 
Baywood Publishing Company), 1994  
Best Book in Technical or Scientific Communication: Geoffrey Cross, Collaboration and Conflict 
(Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press, Inc.), 1994  
 
1994  
Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Patricia Sullivan 
and James E. Porter, "On Theory, Practice, and Method: Toward a Heuristic Research Methodology for 
Professional Writing," in Writing in the Workplace: New Research Perspectives, edited by Rachel Spilka 
(Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1993), 220–237  
Best Article on Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific Communication: 
Debra Journet, "Interdisciplinary Discourse and ‘Boundary Rhetoric’: The Case of S.E. Jelliffe," in Written 
Communication (volume 10, number 4, October 1993), 510–541  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Nancy Blyler, "Theory 
and Curriculum: Reexamining the Curricular Separation of Business and Technical Communication," in 
Journal of Business and Technical Communication, (volume 7, number 2, April 1993), 218–245  
Best Article Reporting Formal Research in Technical or Scientific Communication: Dorothy Winsor, 
"Owning Corporate Texts," in Journal of Business and Technical Communication (volume 7, number 2, 
April 1993), 179–195 
Best Collection of Essays: Jack Selzer, editor, Understanding Scientific Prose (Madison, WI: University 
of Wisconsin Press), 1993; and Rachel Spilka, editor, Writing in the Workplace: New Research 
Perspectives (Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press,) 1993  
 
1993  



Best Article on Philosophy or Theory of Technical or Scientific Communication: Steven B. Katz, 
"The Ethic of Expediency: Classical Rhetoric, Technology, and the Holocaust," College English, volume 
54, number 3, March 1992, pages 255–275  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research or Textual Studies in Technical or Scientific 
Communication: Dwight Atkinson, "The Evolution of Medical Research Writing from 1735 to 1985: The 
Case of the Edinburgh Medical Journal," Applied Linguistics, volume 13, number 4, 1992, pages 337–374  
Best Collection of Essays on Technical or Scientific Communication: Nancy Roundy Blyler and 
Charlotte Thralls, editors, Professional Communication: The Social Perspective, Newbury Park, CA: Sage 
Publications, Inc., 1992  
Best Article on Methods of Teaching Technical or Scientific Communication: Karen A. Schriver, 
"Teaching Writers to Anticipate Readers' Needs: What Can Document Designers Learn from Usability 
Testing?" in Studies of Functional Text Quality, Utrecht Studies in Language and Communication, edited 
by H. Pander Maat and M. Steehouder, Rodopi Publishers, 1992, pages 141–157  
Best Book on Technical or Scientific Communication: M. Jimmie Killingsworth and Jacqueline S. 
Palmer, Ecospeak: Rhetoric and Environmental Politics in America, Carbondale IL. Southern Illinois 
University Press, 1992  
 
1992  
Best Article Reporting Formal Research: Barbara Couture and Jone Rymer, "Discourse Interaction 
between Writer and Supervisor: A Primary Collaboration in Workplace Writing," in Collaborative Writing in 
Industry: Investigations in Theory and Practice, edited by Mary Lay and William Karis, Amityville, NY: 
Baywood Publishing Co., 1991, pages 87–107  
Best Article on Philosophy: Ben F. Barton and Marthalee S. Barton, "Ideology and the Map: Toward a 
Postmodern Visual Design Practice," in Studies in Technical Communication: Selected Papers from the 
1991 CCCC and NCTE Meetings, edited by Brenda R. Sims, University of North Texas, 1991, pages 35–
71  
Best Article Reporting Historical Research: Debra Journet, "Ecological Theories as Cultural 
Narratives," Written Communication, volume 8, number 4, 1991, pages 446–472  
Best Collection of Essays: William Karis and Mary Lay, editors, Collaborative Writing in Industry: 
Investigations in Theory and Practice, Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing Co., 1991  
 
1991  
Best Article Reporting Formal Research: Rachel Spilka, "Orality and Literacy in the Workplace: 
Process- and Text-Based Strategies for Multiple-Audience Adaptation," Journal of Business and 
Technical Communication, January 1990  
Best Article on Methods: Jack Selzer, "Critical Inquiry in a Technical Writing Course," The Writing 
Teacher as Researcher, Donald Daiker and Max Morenberg, editors, Boynton/Cook, Heinemann, 1990  
Best Article on Philosophy: Dorothy A. Winsor, "The Construction of Knowledge in Organizations: 
Asking the Right Questions about the Challenger," Journal of Business and Technical Communication, 

September 1990  
Best Collection of Essays: Ben F. Barton and Marthalee S. Barton in a special issue of The Technical 
Writing Teacher, vol. 17, no. 3, 1990  
 
1990  
Best Book: Sam Dragga, Texas Tech University, and Gwendolyn Gong, Texas A&M University, Editing: 
The Design of Rhetoric (1989)  
Best Collection of Essays: Judith Ramey, University of Washington, "Usability Testing," a special issue 
of IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication, December 1989  
Best Article on Philosophy: Mary M. Lay, Clarkson University, Potsdam, New York, "Interpersonal 
Conflict in Collaborative Writing: What We Can Learn from Gender Studies," Journal of Business and 
Technical Communication, September 1989Best Article on Methods: Arthur Walzer, University of 
Minnesota, "The Ethics of False Implicature," Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, vol. 19, 
no. 2, 1989  
Best Article Reporting Research: Jan H. Spiradakis, University of Washington, "Signaling Effects—Part 
One and Two," Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, vol. 19, no. 1, 1989  
 



1989  
Best Book: Charles Bazerman, Baruch College, CUNY, Shaping Written Knowledge: The Genre and 
Activity of the Experimental Article in Science (1988)  
Best Collection of Essays: Stephen Doheny-Farina, Clarkson University, Potsdam, New York, editor, 
Effective Documentation: What We Have Learned from Research (1988)  
Best Article on Philosophy: Scott P. Sanders, The University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, "How Can 
Technical Writing Be Persuasive?" Solving Problems in Technical Writing, October 1988  
Best Article on Methods: Elizabeth Tebeaux, Texas A&M University, College Station, "The Trouble with 
Employees' Writing May Be Freshman Composition, Teaching English in the Two-Year College, February 
1988  
Best Article Reporting Research: Davida Charney, Penn State University, and Lynne Reder and Gail 
Wells, Carnegie-Mellon University, "Studies of Elaboration in Instructional Texts," Effective 
Documentation: What We Have Learned from Research (1988)  
 
1988  
Best Book: Paul V. Anderson, Miami University, Ohio, Technical Writing: A Reader-Centered Approach 
(1987)  
Best Collection of Essays: Stephen Doheny-Farina, Clarkson University, Potsdam, New York, editor, 
IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication, PC–30, September 1987  
Best Article on Philosophy: Ben F. Barton, and Marthalee S. Barton, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
"Simplicity in Visual Representation: A Semiotic Approach," Iowa State Journal of Business and Technical 
Communication, January 1987  
Best Article on Methods: David K. Farkas, University of Washington, "How to Teach Technical Editing," 
Society for Technical Communication Journal, 1987  
Best Article Reporting Research: Denise E. Murray, San Jose State California; Requests at Work: 
Negotiating the Conditions for Conversation," Management Communication Quarterly, 1, August  
 
1987  
Best Book: Glen J. Broadhead and Richard C. Freed, Iowa State University, Ames, The Variables of 
Composition: Process and Product in a Business Setting (1986)  
Best Article on Philosophy: Richard M. Chisholm, Plymouth State College of the University System of 
New Hampshire, "Selecting Metaphoric Terminology for the Computer Industry," Journal of Technical 
Writing and Communication, 16.1/2, 1986  
Best Article on Methods: Peggy Seiden, Carnegie-Mellon University, and Patricia Sullivan, Purdue 
University, "Designing User Manuals for the Online Public Access Catalog," Library HiTech, 4.1, 1986  
Best Article Reporting Research: Stephen Doheny-Farina, University of North Carolina, Charlotte, 
"Writing in an Emerging Organization: An Ethnographic Study," Written Communication, 3.2,  
 
1986  
Best Book: Sali J. Marks, editor, The Tongue and Quill: Communicating to Manage in Tomorrow's Air 
Force (1985)  
Best Collection of Essays: Michael G. Moran, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, and Debra Journet, 
Louisiana State University, editors, Research in Technical Communication: A Bibliographic Sourcebook 
(1985)  
Best Article on Philosophy: Marilyn Schauer Samuels, Case Western Reserve University, Ohio, 
"Technical Writing and the Recreation of Reality," Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, 15.1, 
1985  
Best Article on Methods: Charles E. Beck, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Ohio, "Conducting an Editing Workshop," IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication, 28.1, 
1986  
Best Article on Research: David K. Farkas, University of Washington, Seattle, "The Concept of 
Consistency in Writing and Editing," Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, 15.4, 1988. 
 
1985  



Best Article on Philosophy: John S. Harris, Brigham Young University, "The Naming of Parts: An 
Examination of the Origins of Technical and Scientific Vocabulary," Journal of Technical Writing and 
Communication, 14, #3, 1984  
Best Article Reporting Research: Thomas Pinelli, Virginia Cordle, and Raymond Vandran, NASA 
Langley Research Center, "The Function of Report Components in Screening and Reading of Technical 
Reports," Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, 14, #2, 1984  
Best Article on Methods: Sherry Southard, Oklahoma State University, "Humanistic Research Projects: 
The Basis for a Technical Report," Proceedings 1984 Midwest Section of the American Society for 
Engineering Education (1984)  
Best Collection of Essays: John S. Harris, Brigham Young University, editor, Teaching Technical 
Writing: The Training of Teachers of Technical Writing (1984)  
Best Book: Jeanne Halpren, Purdue University, and Sarah Liggett, Louisiana State University, 
Computers and Composing (1984); and Barbara Couture and Jone Rymer Goldstein, Wayne State 
University, Case for Technical and Professional Writing (1984)  
 
1984  
Best Collection of Essays: Paul V. Anderson, Miami University, Ohio; John R. Brockman, Arizona State 
University, Tempe; and Carolyn R. Miller, North Carolina State University, editors, New Essays in 
Technical and Scientific Communication: Research, Theory, and Practice (1983)  
Best Article on Methods: Sheryl Pearson, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, "The Challenge of Mai 
Chung: Teaching Technical Writing to the Foreign-Born Professional in Industry," TESOL Quarterly, 17, 
September 1983  
Best Article on Philosophy: Victoria M. Winkler, University of Minnesota, "The Role of Models in 
Technical and Scientific Writing," New Essays in Technical and Scientific Communication: Research, 
Theory, Practice (1983)  
Best Article on Research: Lee Odell, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York; Dixie Goswami, 
Breadloaf School of English, Middlebury, Vermont; Anne Herrington (formerly of Johnson State College, 
Vermont); Doris Quick, Capital District Writing Program and Burnt Hills High School, New York, "Studying 
Writing in Non-Academic Settings," New Essays in Technical and Scientific Communication: Research, 
Theory, and Practice (1983)  
 
1983  
Best Book: Carolyn J. Mullins, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, The Complete 
Manuscript Preparation Style Guide (1982)  
Best Article on Methods: Carol M. Barnum, Southern Technical Institute, Marietta, Georgia, "Teaching 
Technical Writing to the Engineering Student: Industry's Needs, the Student's Expectations," IEEE 
Transactions on Professional Communication, PC–25 (3), 1982  
Best Article on Philosophy: Marilyn Schauer Samuels, Case Western Reserve University, "Scientific 
Logic: A Reader-Oriented Approach to Technical Writing," Journal of Technical Writing and 
Communication, 12 (4), 1982  
Best Article Reporting Research: Pearl G. Aldrich, American University, "Adult Writers: Some Factors 
That Interfere with Effective Writing," The Technical Writing Teacher, 9 (3), 1982  
Miscellaneous: Elaine F. Rhodes, Pennsylvania State University, editor, ARL 82: A Yearly Report of Penn 
State's Applied Research Laboratory (1982)  
 
1982  
Best Book: Devendra Sahal, New York University, Patterns of Technological Innovation (1981)  
Best Collection of Essays: editors Dwight W. Stevenson, University of Michigan; Renee R. Betz, 
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle; David L. Carson, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; Donald H. 
Cunningham, Morehead State University, Kentucky; and Thomas M. Sawyer, University of Michigan, 
Courses, Components, and Exercises in Technical Composition (1981)  
Best Article on Methods: Paul V. Anderson, Miami University, Ohio, "Organizing Is Not Enough," 
Courses, Components, and Exercises in Technical Communication (1981)  
Best Article on Philosophy: James P. Gleason, International Business Machines, "Humor in Technical 
Publications," IEEE Transactions in Professional Communication (1981) 



Best Article Reporting Research: Michael P. Jordan, Queens College, CUNY, "Short Texts to Explain 
Problem-Solution Structures—and Vice Versa," Instructional Science (1980)  
 
1981  
Best Book for Four-Year College Teaching: the late Gordon H. Mills and John A. Walters, University of 
Texas at Austin, Technical Writing (1978)  
Best Book for Two-Year College Teaching: Thomas E. Pearsall, University of Minnesota, and Donald 
H. Cunningham, Morehead State University, Kentucky, How to Write for the World of Work (1978)  
Best Collection of Essays: W. Keats Sparrow, East Carolina University, and Donald H. Cunningham, 
Morehead State University, Kentucky, The Practical Craft—Readings for Business and Technical Writers 
(1978)  
Best Article on Methods: Merrill Whitburn, with Maryjane Davis, Sharon Higgins, Linsey Oakes, and 
Kristene Spurgeon, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, "The Plain Style in Scientific and Technical Writing," 
Journal of Technical Writing and Communication, vol. 8, #4, 1978  
Best Article on Philosophy: Carolyn R. Miller, North Carolina State University, “A Humanistic Rationale 
for Technical Writing," College English, February 1979 


